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This anthology provides a collection of classical style piano works that represents a 
wide range of musical styles. Included are pieces that are relatively easy to play, 
such as Bach's inventions, Debussy's Arabesque and more challenging works such as 
Beethoven's Moonlight Sonata. This convenient collection provides an overall 
survey of important classic works from the vast piano literature. Scott Joplin's 
Entertainer and Maple Leaf Rage are included to help round out the collection and 
provide some "pizzazz," although these are perhaps "semi-classical" as works of 
artistic music are concerned. There is something entertaining to be found here for 
any pianist, regardless of skill level. It is particularly important for beginning 
pianists to be able to play easy works that are also entertaining. This anthology 
focuses on providing such a collection. 

To capture the beginning pianist's attention, drill exercises that the pupil may find 
boring should, as early as possible in the pupil's training, be supplemented by easy 
to play, but cathartic works. Bach's Menuet in G and Beethoven's Fur Elise, 
included here, are possible examples. The pianist is by definition an artist, who 
should not be boxed into a rigid "logic-box" via boring drills, but should, at least to 
some extent, be allowed to roam in an undisciplined, Bohemian way, following 
emotional impulse without worrying about meeting an arbitrary performance standard. 
Logic can be important in musical structure, but anti-logic and anti-morals also can 
make for intriguing musical constructs. In life, as in the classical arts and music, 
logic and anti-logic, math and pseudo-science, morals and immorality, are along the 
same continuum. The moral, super-intelligent, scientific "uber-mensch" may need to 
respect the power of the brutal, and of the dark, the evil and the stupid. Lack of 
logic can inform an understanding of logic and vice versa, as can immorality of 
morality. The more an audience surveys the vast and often contradictory messages 
of the art and music world, the more artists make it confusing for an audience to 
demarcate a definitive dividing line between good and evil, logic and illogic, 
construction and deconstruction. Indeed, the entire "Star Wars" movie trilogy (or, 
shall we say, hexology) plays upon this theme. Dearth Vader was able to dominate 
the Jedi warriors for a very long time because the Jedi warriors only understood 
good, while Dearth Vader understood both good and evil, and jumbled them together 
in a manipulative way to suit his politics. This is what all of history's artists, if put 
together as a collective thinking organism, want their audience to understand. Yes, 
it is good to be nice, but to have the full picture, you have to be able to think like 
Dearth Vader, or perhaps like Prokofiev, who composed sarcastic classical music. 
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